
Resources

For links:

Knowledge
is Power!

Strategies for
researching
candidates up and
down the ballot

Who’s on my ballot?  Check Vote411 or
Ballotpedia for voter info.

Who’s funding them? Use OpenSecrets to
track campaign finance and lobbying data.
You can also dig into Maryland State Board
of Elections data.

Where do they stand on the issues? Vote
Smart is an excellent resource on candidate
background, voting record, etc.

Where can I find info on local candidates?
Maryland Matters and the Maryland League
of Women Voters publish voter guides for
state (and some local) offices, and
Streetcar Suburbs covers local races.

What’s even true anymore?? If something
sounds suspect, FactCheck.org and
PolitiFact are useful nonpartisan resources.

Start local: Local office holders affect
our daily lives in countless ways, and your
vote matters even more in small races.
These candidates are sometimes the
hardest to research, so tackle them first.

Check out the whole list: Incumbency is
one data point, but how will you know if
you prefer someone else until you learn
more?

Actions speak louder than words:
When researching a candidate’s
positions, prioritize past experience and
voting record over statements.

Follow the money: What interests are
represented by the candidate’s donors?
Does the candidate take PAC money?
Which groups are spending to oppose
the candidate? 

Who’s on their side? Research the
candidate’s endorsements. Ask trusted
acquaintances whom they’re supporting
and why.

Get curious about ads: Who’s paying for
a candidate’s ads? What’s the story
behind the bombardment of attack ads?
If a claim made sounds really good or
really bad, might it be misleading?
Whose ads are you not seeing?

https://www.vote411.org/
https://ballotpedia.org/Sample_Ballot_Lookup
https://www.opensecrets.org/
https://elections.maryland.gov/campaign_finance/campaign_finance_database.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/campaign_finance/campaign_finance_database.html
https://www.votesmart.org/
https://www.votesmart.org/
https://marylandmatters.org/voter-guides/
https://www.lwvmd.org/voterguides2026
https://www.lwvmd.org/voterguides2026
https://streetcarsuburbs.news/category/local-elections/
https://www.factcheck.org/
https://politifact.com/
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